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By EDWIN BALMER.

Herewith is presented the eleventh installment of a fiction serial dealing with
what might happen should European powers, after they had settied their own differ-
ences, wage war upon the United States. The author, one of the best fiction writers
io the country, has based his story upon a thorough understanding of military,
paval, and internal conditions in the United States and upon a sound knowledge
of military and economic history. The story will cause you to realize the critical
situation in which this country and you, your neighbors, and your family are placed
by the let-well-enough-alone attitude of the pacifists.

SYNOPSIS.

In Elgin, IIl, live the Ashby family, coneisting
ol Nathan Ashby, owner of the Askby Bross com-
pany, and his wife; a daughter, Nellie, married to
Bob Wendell, a navy lleutenant; and Jim Ashby,
a son, engaged to Agnes Ware. Nathao Ashby is
the archiype ol pacifist, deal to the warnings of
impending danger to America. Almost out of a
clear tky news Is received that the U. 5. scout
crulser Salem, proceeding agailnst orders, in the
North Atlantic has encountered the fleet of the
league of lormer European enemles and bas been
sunk, a deliberate act ol war. Bob is recalled to
Newport Newa. Spies are discovered in the Ashby
wotks, and evidence of s league ol spies that
rwarm the country and sre even enlisted in the
army is beld by Jim Ashby, who for a time is
beld prisoner in one of the sples’ recdervous in
& fashiooable residence in Chicago. Jim alter his
adventure returns to Elgin. War s oo and Jim
hus signified his intention to enlist. Bob arrives
in Newport News to find that enemy aeroplancs
bhave been dropping bombs around the arsenal
aod on the deck of the Arizona, killing a sumber
of men, The U. 5. army aeraplanes are inadequate
mgeinst the highly specialized air craft divisions
ol the enemy. With the Arizooa's personnel cut
down to mao mine planters and destroyers, Bob
ia appointed sccond divisional officer and the
dreadnaught steams out for Haumpton Roads and
to engage the eumemy ships that are bombarding
the cokst towos. lt is the encmy's plan to trap
the American flect into reach of the submarines
They slmost succeed, but owing to the heavy fire
from American ships have to absndon the plan and
fice, not, however, without Lrst sioking one of tig
American destroyers,
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OB nodded. The Pennsylvanla Lad
B ceasnd firlng, too.
appearsd minutes

The sun had dis-
before, and dusk
was sottling swiftly, with clouds blow-
ing up overbead. The enemy's cruisera be-
ecamg only a spot of emoke on the horizon,
aod soon tho smoke disappeared. Wendell
paw to the unloading of the guns which had
been rendy. The rifies of the torpedo defense
—the twelve Inch five guns c¢n each side of
the ship—were still manped, but the crews
of the fourteen inchers were crawling out
of the turrets. As Wendell stood again on
the quarter deck, moving reefs, over which
waves were breaking, appeared of to the left
~—the American K and L submarines steering
po the eurface and maklng for the shelter of
Chesapeake bay.

Bob watched the tlny craft rolling and
tosalng almost helplessly ns they struggled
with the sea| they sesmed scarcely to move or
hold bendway. There was no need to ques-
tlon, as one watched them, why they bad
fofled to galn posltion from which they could
bave attacked the escuping Carthage and the
Feras; the ensigns in command bad all they
could do to manage thelr vessels st all: indoed,
the flotilla commander wus signaling the
Pennsylvania—Bob saw the winking light—
for ald. A llght from the dresdnaught flashed
In reply; the commodore could not spare a
destroyer to tender the submarines now, but
ho was wirclessing the Roads to send a
tender,

Wendell gazed back grimly over the rough
sea in which the American submersibles were
laboring. The regent's underwater boats wers
back thers, too; but, instead of searchlog for
ald, the enemy's submersibles were forcing the
Americnn battleships and destroyers to keop
on at twenty knots, to man every torpedo de-
fense gun, and double all lookouts. They had
showed no more than their periscopes: but
every one know what they were—great under-
sea cruisers capuble of keeplng to the sen in
mvere wenthars aud of maintaining them-
selves for weeks withont n tender.

" God belp our K's and L,'s,” somae one mut-
tered as the American submarines disappesred
into the darkness, “{f they run scross the
regent's Z's."

“T'd swap them chances,” some cne else re-
Joined. * We've five destroyers to ourselyes
apd the Penosylvania this night !

Bob Wendell kept silent, but he followsd
the feeling of his compsoplons. The K and 1.
boats were taklog terrible chances; but cer-
talnly neither the Pennsylvanin nor the Ari-
#ona could spare them a convoy. With the
Baleh gome, five deatroyers remaloed to do
picket nnd outpost duty for two superdrand.
naughts. Tour for each ship would be a mioi-
mum for safety; the regent protected even his
crulsers of the Pera class with four destroyers
each; It wos known that the prince's dread-
nanghts had six or eight destroyers aplece.

Night was coming down, close nnd clonded ;
the wind, which had been steadily rising, blew
In ugller squalls. The radio, which flashed to
the shore the news that the Americans had
lost the Baleh, but, In return, had dnmaged
the Carthage and one Pern, brought hack the
weather warning in the navy code; a hurrl-
cane was on the way. The government had

forbidden tha publishing of the warning
nshore, lest it Lo sent to the enemy’s ships,
too; but the barometer told the story. Raln
was falllng now—rain, driven almost horlzon-

tal by the gnle and ceaslng suddenly while

lightning flared and forked over the sea and
thundet tremendounsly rumbled

About 8 o'clock Bob Wendell went to the

wardroom for wupper. Torpedo defense re-

quires all gunnery officers to be on duty during
firing: but, although torpedo attack by de-
stroyers was &till possible, the weather made

it more and more improbable and the light-*
ping was flashing so frequently as to {lumine
tho sea for seconds at a time. Accordingly,
officers and men were being gent, in small
Eroups, to sapper.

Bob sat beside Garry at the table. It was
the first time they had seen each other since
the battle

* Good sghootlng from pumber two turret,
Bobby | ™

death ; something far mightier, more master
ful and overwhelming, had absorbed him.

Besides, so far us denger went, he had been
in terrible peril before—thore was a time, on
the side of the Matterborn, when a snow storm
cnime and he and a compnnion nnd a guide
hnd clung to an loy erack belpless for more
than an bhour, when n slip by any one of the
three wounld have deagged a1l to death. Per-
gonnl peril there had been ns great and had
Insted as long as this battle today ; the danger
of his ride with Jim after Inzouf, when the
spr had turned to throw his bombs, had baey
even greater ; when Bob first boavded the Ari-
gona In afternoon, nud the aeroplane
dropped its explosives, he perzonally had been
nearcr obliteration than he had since,

But the battle! How was it so different
from other dangers? DBecause whlle anothap
was tryring to kill him be also wos trying w
kill? That was not it for, when Inzouf tried
to kill him, he had killed Ingouf, and It was
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“That was Louden! Garry, you should
have seon bim—especially after the Balch
got ic.”

“1 heard; his brother wns bontswaln—so
he gave the Pera that last sbot!™

“ By the way, did you see it? Where it hit,
I meant”

Garry hesitated a moment.
funny about that: I'm ernzy, of course—for
we were out of range then—but I've an idea
that shot hit, somehow. 1 didn’t see any
splash, but then, {f a shot's pretty short, it's
cany to miss a splash.”

“Not for you; some damn good spotting
today, Garry. The meo—well, they just felt
it! A counple of the Carthage's thirteens bit
the Pennsylvania, of course vou know."

“On armor. No real damage, was there?
We weren't missed by much a few times”

Then they talked of what wa= ahead of
them. The Arizona nnd the Penunsylvanin and
the destroyeras had not turned back to the
Roade: they were keeping on south apd enst.
The oficers epoke In low tones, and after the
mess attendants had served them

“The special god who looks after drunken
men and fools has sent the adminlstration this
burricane! ® Garry ejnculated. * Look at the
fix we were In—one division at New York,
ours at Norfolk, the Delaware and North Ia-
kota at Charleston, and wmost of the rest of
our decent ships beatlog it up from Haiti and
the gulf as fast as they can make {t. The ad
minlstration’s special Providepcs put a finger
fo that, too; the ships we have to have wers
on the way when the Salem succesded In
taking the president out of hig trapee, Dut
at that, we were up eguinst it till this wind
came along. In any reasonible weather, thelr
alrernft would be scouting everywhers to find
where we are—with their battle eruisers and
perhaps & division of thelr Sargons they could
have cut off any division of ours they wantea
apd stopped us from ever getting a floet to-
gether, As it {s—if prexy's private pet Provi-
dence doesn't entirely ditech us now—we'll he
where we should bave been all the time.”

“The Oklahoma snd Nevada, with some
more destroyers, are coming out, I suppose
vyou know. They left the Roads just nt dark
and will Joln us about midoight.”

Garry nodded: “To try a little surprise
party on the prince in the morning . . .
Golog up agaln now?"

“No; I've next watch

“8So'm L"

They went to thelr rooms together,
lock!™

" Good lnek! ™

" Bomething

I'm to sleep now.”

" Good

- * »
Wendell went to bis room and closed the

dour, Tt was the first time alnce he bad been
in battle thut he had been away from the ab-
servation of his fellows, alone, He stood for
A moment, dazed nt the relax withip bimself,
and for an fmstant bis opposed It then he sank
down upon his bed and lay on his back staring
up at the painted steel of his celling. He bhad
fought in battle!

It conld not bave been the peril of {t whicl
hnd excited nnd exbausted blm so: it eould
not have been, for the long hour, the ever
{mminence of obliteration. Except for the
trying, walting milnutes of inaction after the
submarines attacked, he had scarcely been
conscious of reckoning Ma chances for 1ife or

hand de
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not like this When the acropline
stroyed men beside him the
ships were firing up at the plane, but neither

gun= [rom

wits thot like this. Those things were nll
perty—persanal ; that was it; everything he-
fore thia had been personal, and battle—buttl
was not per=onal st all, O it had oot be

personnl 111l now-—this moment when he wns
alone nt Inst, shut in his room awny from the

drawer of his

rest, with Nellie's pieture in the
desk

ITe =at up and leaned over amd opened the
drawer and took out the picture and gnzeld
down nt It The sight of lher face—her lips
whieh he had d =0 many time Lier
woft eves paxing straight {oto his, steadied
Iim for the first sec and then unoerved
liim. Women and children, some one hnd =aid
hnd beon Killsd—torn to pleces, probubly, ol
dismemberéd-——when the Carthage ond I
Peras had shelled Ocean City nnd Virginia
Bepeh to " draw the American ships out.”

Well, the Americun ships bad come out; aml

he Lad fought his turret and given them shells
for the shells !lw'\ lad sent at Virzinia Beach

A winst was down on the Peras,; other sl

must hove hit; he must have killed some
the muorderers aboard, But while he wa
squaring that =core the regeut’s submuorives
were striking, too. The Buleh bod gone down
with a!l benods while the Arizona had hind o
stenm by at full spotd

Little " Stubby * Derr, Boh hud learned
bad commanded the Baleh He was not lo
Bob's clnss, but Ilob bhad got to know lim

pretty well whien they both were on Clineas

station together. Stubby was “n gume little
chap'; Bob remembered the Army-Navy foot-
ball gama in Stub's Ilnst year, when—well,

Bob knew just how Stubby spoke to hls men
and smiled at them when eversthing was done

and there was nothing left to do but chesr the

ship you saved, as it went by, and then g
down with your own.
And Stub, too, bad been morrled) o b

httle ateel wolled eabin, now deop down upidor
the water, he had his pleture of his widow
DI sbhe Enow 17
all honds.'
sagn which bad gone to the shore.

“ Destroyer Paleh lost with
That wns n sentence of the mes-
When and
how wouild it reach—her? Was there now a
habs—RBob wondered—or a baby-to-ba? What
had lttle Stubby Derr #een when, at the last
moment, he was alone apd need no longer
smile nt his mwen?

Bob got up nond opencd the door; It was
chokling cloge in there with the port closed nnd
covered Me started os
standing without; It was Garry Starpes at
the door of his room. Garry, too, had found
it close and stifling; his collar was loose, and
he had taken off his cont, but, like Bob, be
had not further undressed

“1t's hot,” Bob #ald to Mm simply,

" Awful”

The friends faced each other an instant
fairly. The same thought was in the henrts
of both, and they both knew it. Nelther
world say 1t to the other, nor would elther
depy [t ns thelr eyes met. What they had
seen happen to Stubby Derr was soon to como
to them; when the great battle was jolned,
only the luckiest of chances could save either
of them. The end might come before the

he saw some one

great battle, of courses it might come tonight,
nt any moment.

Garry stepped back Into his room| Bob re-
turned to his and put out the light. He lny on
his bed, trying now to sleep, but quite unable
to. There wero a thousand things which he
had meant to goy to Nellle, and nooe of which
he bad =aid. He sat up once and started to
find the light to write to her, then bhe Iay down
again. Thosa were not the sort of things one
could write; she would not understand them
geeing them sprawled on a sheet of paper; he
wanted her to koow that if he did not come
bnck sbe shonld marry agaln, that he would
prefer that; he wanted her to know -
ITis mind would not stay on that. Would hia
baby be a boy or a girl, he wondered : would
he ever know? How was-it with Garry? Was
it harder to think of a definite little boy to-
night or to be ns he was? Apd Stubby Derr,

“Up two: hundred! Upl"™ , . .
“T was ‘on’ and, you ses, Eir, my brother
was bontswain of the Baleh.” . “That

was right, Louden.” “It's no use
now : no use” Bob 'rent to s]cep.
A few winutes befors midpight he was

roused ; he buttoned hig collar, got into his
cont nnd shoes. The rolling of the ship, the
fmpact of the water outside his port, the
ernshing thunder told that the storm was se-
vere agiin; be eeized his roinecoat and hurrled
to his watch above. Itoss, whom he relieved,
to him the positions of the other
in addition to the great bulk of the

poiuted
ships ;

Pennsylvania, showing in green silboustte as
the lizbtning flashed, thers were two other
great dreaduaughts and bhalf o dozen new de-

stroyers ; the Oklphomn and the Nevada had
cume up
Except for the dim glows reflecting directly
wn upopn the water to show Lhegr positions
the other ships of the squandron, the great
wols stpearmed out lights: only now and
then, as a lizl fuash seemed to show
L]
iething 1 i ver the v | destroy
rurned earchlight throuzh the blackoess
thout ; and onee, ot an alarm which brought
v aboped bttleshion runming to tor-
I dlefense station i 1 from t
Ariwin Rob un ] the &h
t ** lig ! 1 bhacks
I ] Laly tra 1 I 1 1 turg
Lt the s 1 L
I toward Fift
t et 1 lie 1 el |
18] trai I & 4 the 4
t 1 tor eseng Bl il roel
11 i n sl {
ril nd before the Ayl ' 1t
enemy™s ship w
"That squarea for the Dalel! ™ Bob suid t

myelf when the firlog hoad ce

ropented it he grew more tense when the [Hght
g in gave him slzht the s 11
t 11} the Awerican ships cvery offie
Wl man remnined ot torpedo delepse vHior
fod  the nemy . o ruyer ] f
2 MR Gpwarande i forers u t
wido at I ¢ tl | up
i it wirelessed 1 mation 1 uld
£\ n the Americnn ¥q e
fire af the ¢ in the o I
I't fonr dreadonusht i tonming ¢
rprise the regent’s slifps which were kuown
to be derniled to cut off the Amerfonn ships
coming from the gulf: would surprise now
et counter surprises
For n littde louger, at least, God rode in

the hurricane, A war vesdel—ahe wnaz a great
¢ with ope most gone—wng n shore nnd
nding to pieced off Cupe Hutterns Ll
pavers wors trying to get to the wreck: but
shie hnd foundered deep apd far out. The Arvi
ona's eadio picked up the pnews first at 2
o' elo An hour Ister more news onme
The Lifa savers Bad rescucd somwo of the men
from the wrecked ship and wrecknge was

coming ashore. The vessel was the armored
cridser Gerel of the I'era closs—idamoged in
the fight with the Arizonn so that when the
storm enme she did not steer.  Tifty officors
and moen had beon killed by gun fire; of the
remaining six bundred, thirty-four had been
snved. When the news was brought him, Tlob
uaw to it that ward was pusstd ot once to
Touden.

Tlow strapge was war! The pews that the
Gierel was Jost with almost all her crew had
brought to Bob exultatlon, trlumph; yet, In
the wild maelstrom of tho sen off Cape Hat-
torans, his countrymen were riskivg thelr livea
in little bonts to suve a score of that crew—
that erow who in the morniog had shelled Vir-
giuin Reach. And, likely enough, fuside the
Hatterns kevs, or in protected wators olue-
where, the enemy submarloes were waltlng
ont the storm, or mlong the const they were
lurking on shelves of sand a hundred feet
below the surface. Well, at loast tonight they
could not etrike, and the regent's afreraft
also wust be useless. Dut was pot the gale
beginning to lessen? Thers was no doubt of
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it; and through the clouds to the sast there
was showing the gray of dawn.

Nellis Wandell, on her knees by the window
of ber room in her father's house at Elgin,
saw the dawn. The news bad come in the
evening that the ships from Hampton Roads
bad been cngagedj they had driven off and
damnged several of the enemy’s ships. Nellie
did not know certainly upon which of the
American ships Bob was; she was not cer~
taln, indeed, that he was upon any of them:
but she believed he had been in the battle.
The bolletin which came to Elgin gave no
account of American casualties; so, as she
wnited for more definits word, she prayed—
a8 those who wait must often pray—in per
fectly irrationel petition. Rbe prayed that
her husband bhad not been killsd. Of course
if he wans killed, he was killed, and prayer
could not alter that; but thus that mnight
Nellle hod prayed as girls and women Hke her
were praying in ten thousand homes.

With the dawn, strangely there came to her
faith that ber busband stlll was safe; so con-
vinced was she of it, somebow, that she bent
her head In an utterance of thanksgiving to
God for having brought ber husband through
the battle; then, humbly, fervently, sha peti-
tloned that he still might be spared

How empty nod strange the blg house waa!
Bob was away, of course; Jim also was gona.
The door of his room stood open. Hes was
with his regiment in Chicago, where there
were terrible mobs and rloting, the bulletins
eaid; troops had fired and bhad been fired
npon: homnbs had been thrown and many mill-
tinmen killed, TWas it possible that Jim might

s ‘ ’" . [; LA, N :

have been in greater damger that night than
Bob?

Nolli's mother was alone in her room,
Nathan Ashby was awny, Ile was no longer
in the jail, under arrest; Sibert of the seeret
service had succeeded in showing that Ashby’a
eonnection with Homan was withent signili
cance, nnd that he knew nothing of the doings

f Tozonf nnd Ewmloe at the works. XNathaa
Ashiby had been relensed to go east for confer:
enve with officinls of the Naotiopal Arms com
pan

Thus it was to Nellle and her mother alone
malds in the big house that news

wmie during the day that the Gerel of the
enemy had been wréeked olf “ul)l‘ Hatteras
after haviog beepn dompged in battle. In the
ifterooon moil there arrived, much delayed, a
tter which Bob bud seribbled on the trala
v mailed in Ohio the morning after he left
It told her nothing of where he was to go;

with the

did pot mention even if he bad recelvad
definit it toid her only of his
thonght and his Jove for her. She clasped it

st wimtdl wrote to him at once againg she

orders ;

written twice nleeady, nddressing him
fn enre of the navy yard, Norfolk.
That wight—nlthough publication of the

wvements of Amerlean ships had been sternly
forbidden—it was Lkpown that the scattered
Americnn squadrons bod succeeded in concen-
truting during the great storm without sarlous
encountery It was knowo
that o division of the new Awmerican dread-
naughts, stenming by night theough the hueri-
chne, hnd surprised and driven off a detall of
the regent's Carthage battle eyulsers and Sar-
b Lod ateempted to cut off and de-
of Amerienn battleships
racing up from the gulf. And so, the next day,
arrived the f{otelligence that the Amerlcan
ret nud second battleships were gathered In
o oot amid must move soon for the great battls

with the enemy.

con# wh
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with the coemy.
On the morning of the fifth day Nellis
benred, for the second time, from Bob, As be-

fure, the letter wus mll about ber;, nothing
ubout Limself, except that he wus on the Arl-
=he understood that be could not tell
more; but the letter half maddened her by Its
concenlment of what ehe bad to know—had
to know anbout bim—and what it could o
ensily have told. Fo had reccived ona letter
from ber and was happy for It; where he got
it, and how, he did not tell, nor was thete
postmark or other indication of where his
latter wan mailed. She read the dear lines of
his writing over and over again, and she wan
ut her mother's desk and wns writing agaln
to him when some one entered the room.

Whoever it was came a fow steps inslde
the door and then started back. Nellle turned
and sow Agnes, and at the sight of Agnes’
face Nelllo was on her feet, cold and trem-
hling.

“ What js it?7"™ sbe cried.

“Nothing,” Agnes denled In paple. *I-I
wasn't looking for you. I was looking for
Mrs. Ashby; I'm golng/’

But Nellle caught her. * Something’s hap-
pened, Agoes!”™ she sald tensely. * You've
heard something ; what is it; something about
Jim?"

" NQI "

“ About father?"

“Nol™

T0nan.

Nellie bad known that. “Bob?=
“Nol™
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great battle. "It was the night, dear, of thd
hurricane on the coast; and T knew that you
bad been in battle, I was takem with tarvow
for you; I am confessing it. I was om my
knees by the window of the room which had
been our bedroom, praying In desperation
Bob, T lost all control of myself, I was so
afraid| Then the thing came, my tmsbanag a
vislon! Tt was not a dream, for I was wids
nwake—only alone in the dark, just befrrs
dewn. I war looking toward the cast, whore
you were, aud I saw you Ard knew that you
were safe. There was someth:ng strangs abort
It which I could not understand at allj but it
told me you were safe. More than that, Iy
told me you would still be safe. You see , .
It was very strange, Bob. You were with me
again by the side of & road and our baby
was born. T saw it again last night, as I
was sleeping that time, and It was very clear.
8¢ yon nre coming back to me; I will see you
again—that T know, God has promised it to
me.”

Bob put down the letter with the others
which he bad rercad and locked them all
oway in his desk. It was time for him to be
up on deck.

“ Ships in column!" the signal was fiying
from the halyards of the new 1daho, which
led the American line, The Arizona, second
In power only to the Idaho, was taklng posi-
tion in column 50O yards behind; estern the
Arizona, as Bob saw when he gazed back, the
sister superdreadnaught Penosylvania was
placing herself third. The Oklahoma, Nevada,
New York, and Texas steamed next in order;
then two older dreadnsughts, the Arkansas
and Wyoming, followed by the Florida, the
Utah, Delaware, and North Dakota.

These completed the roll of the dread-
naughts—the first line battleshps of the
Cupited States; but, astern them, the column
of ships still stretched, the Michigan and
South Carolina, the New Hampshire, Kansas,
and twelve more of the old, predreadnaught
Five more such
vessels might have been there, Bob knew, but
their fighting value would be even less than
the weakest in the line and they would have
tonken a koot from the specd of the fleet. As
it was, the column could do no better than
cighteen knots; it was stenming st sixteen
uow, letting the licht crulsers and destroyers
dash ahead to watel the waters for drifting
mines and for submarines. Aireraflt cireled
vverhead ; some of them, scouting, were bring-
ing bLock to the flagship intellizence of the
cnemy's strength apd disposition. The Amer-
iean fleet was steering north and east,

The vian of the regent's flest had just come
In sight, steaming north, also, and west. The
régent's sbips seemed to be in column, too—
fn a line appearing almost parallel to the
Ameriean column hut really slanting a little,
su that the two columay, in battle formation,
approached each other slowly. There were
but twenty-two ships of the line In the other
column, ngalnst the Awerican twenty-nlne;
but every vesss] in the European line wns a
dreadnaught. Thele order, ns reported by the
alreraft, was repeated tu the officers on the
Arlzona's quarterdeck. Six Trajuns led, the
four Pharechs followed | six Sargons steamed
n=xt: then the four superdrendnaughts of the
Zeus cinss, the two Thors were Inat. With
twelve twelve-Inch gons each and with a apecd
of twenty-one knots, the Thors were the weak-
est aud the alowest {n the Eurepean column,
Four great battle crulsers stood off to lee, as
ressrve : and the Eurcpean destroyers, double
tn number to the American, darted anhead and
nheam of the battls lne.

It was quarter to 8, ships’ time, when tha
idabo slgonaled to the column to altsr course,
snd the flagship shecred a little to the loft;
the Arizons, steering stralght to the point
where the Jdaho sheered, nltered its helm like-
wise, and the rest of the floet followed. The
tops of the Trajan—the HOagship of the re-
gent's line—were In plain sight, with the
tops of the Xerxes, Varon, and Floron fol-
lowing. With thelr superlor apoed, they were
attempting to gain position across the van
of the American llgpe and rake the leading
ships; so the American column was changing
course to keep the enemy on the beam, The
two columns steamed on almost parallal, thore-
fore, but still gradvally converging and bring-
Ing the leading vessels of each Jine within
range.

The day was bright, and the sun, high in
the sky, gave littla favor to the gunners of
either fleet—what favor thers was lay with
the Americans. The sun glared down Into
the water and disclosed to the observers In
the hydroseroplanes of both sides the move-
ment of submarines, The guns of d
clattered continuously as the cralft
back and forth on thelr charges for the pro-
tectlon of the battleshipse. But the destroy-
ors of the two sides did not seek duels; enly
the seroplanes hurried to engage before the
battle and drive their opponents from the sky,

The conditions were nlmost perfect fur
battle in which gun power—tho abflity of the

great turreted fghting sbips to give and to
take—must decide. Mile after mile the bade
{Continued on following page.)

vessels of the second line,




